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For the present we cannot help this ; all that we can do is to
inquire how far these unavoidable resentments can be allayed ;
whether the specific grievances that exist are just and reason-
able ; and if we have unwittingly wronged the Mahomedans b}^
our acts, we must do them light. But nothing can be more
vain or more impolitic than to foster in their minds the notion
that we English are chiefly responsible, as administrators, for
the condition in which the Indian Mahomedans now find them*
selves, or to encourage them to mistake natural sentiments of dis-
appointment, of depression and of wounded religious pride, for
the just indignation of an oppressed people or a persecuted sect.

To obtain a clear view of the situation now before us in
India, we must go a few steps back. Politics and religion
are with the Mahomedans (as Mr. W. G. Palgrave has lately
said) two sides of the same medal; it is impossible even to
approach the religious side of the Mahomedan position in
India, without surveying first its political aspect.

The rule of the English in India so immediately followed
the fall of the Mahomedan suzerainty, and has-been so widely
built up on the ruins of their great empire, that the popular
mind naturally imputes to- us all the misfortunes of the Maho-
medans. But all readers of histoiy know that the Moghal
Empire had been severed piecemeal and dilapidated by the
middle of the eighteenth century, and that province after
province fell into our hands because the imperial govern-
ment was rotten to the heart and paralyzed in every limb;
while we alone were able to diive off the Maratlia vultures
which were tearing -the moribund carcase. "When we had
driven the Maratha out of Agra and Delhi, the defenceless
capitals of extinct Mahomedan dominion; when we had secured
the Moghal emperor from aflronts and captivity, we found all
the Punjab, the land where Mahomedans had been strongest,
in the hands of the Sikhs. Every one knows what it cost us
to break that formidable fighting power, which had completely
subdued the. Mahomedans, and had even driven the Affghans
out of the Trans-Indus country, and had confined them to
their hills. IEL the south we had, at the end of the last
century, saved from imminent certain destruction the Nizam,